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223D  COMBAT  SFPPORT  AVIATION  BATTALION 
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» 

SUBJECTt  Operational  Roport  for-;  Quartorly  Poriod  31  January  1968  (RCS-CSFOR-65) 


rr,'V*  Seo  Distribution 


SECTION  It.  Significant  Organizational  Activities 

1.  (U),  GENERAL: 

af^  During  tho  reporting  period,  tho  223d  Combat  Support  Aviation  Bat¬ 
talion  continued  to  rondor  support  to  countor-insurgoncy  operations  in  the  II 
Corps  Tactical  Zone,  to  tho  fullest  oxtont  possible.  This  support  was  rendered 
utilizing  tho  assets  of  four  roconnaissanco  airplano  companios,  one  utility  air- 
piano  company  and  one  survoillanco,  airplano  company.  Oh  27  Novombor  1967,  tho 
5th  Aviation  Dotachmont  was  assigned  and  furthor  attached  to  Qui  Nhon  Sub  'Aroa 
Command  less  administration,  Tho  5th  Aviation  Detachmont  was  rodosignatod  tho  • 
58th  Aviation  Dotachmont  Support*  offoctive  13  January  1968,  Construction  dur¬ 
ing  tho  poriod  was  vigorously  pursuod  resulting  in  tho  completion  of  a  BOQ,  dis¬ 
mantling  of  a  condomnod  building  and  renovating  tho  aroa  to  bogin  a  rocroational 
si  to  containing  a  volloyball,.  tennis  and  basketball  court.  Parking  aroa  and  ac- 
coss  roads  woro  landscapod  and  stono  surfaced  to  oliminato  some  of  the  muddy  con¬ 
ditions  oncountorod  during  tho  seasonal  rainy  poriod, 

Writton  directive  for  tho  employment  of  rockots  fros;  0-1  aircraft  was  estab¬ 
lished  and  is  attached  as  inclosure  1,  It  is  essential  to  havo  a  stand-off  tar¬ 
get  marking  capability  in  tho  jungle  covered  mountainous-  torrain  prevalent  in 
II  Corps,  Dlsorote  uso  of  tho  rockots  whon  no  other  fire  was  available  to  influ¬ 
ence  tho  actions  has  proved  offootivo  in  neutralizing,  routing  and/or  destroying 
tho  onony  resulting  in  a  reduction  of  probable  casualties  and  increasing  tho  com¬ 
bat  effootivenoss  of  su-portod  units, 

b,  (C)  Tho  18th  Aviation  Company  has  continued  to  moot  its  mission  re¬ 
quirements  in  all  four  corps  oroas  of  tho  Republic  of  Vietnam  and  MAAG  TR.J,  Thai¬ 
land  with  aircraft  located  at  Da  Nang,  Pleiku,  Nha  Trang,  and  Bangkok,  Thailand. 

The  primary  task  of  tho  Company  Headquarters  in  Qui  Nhon  is  maintonanco  sup¬ 
port  of  tho  flight  platoons,  Tho  aircraft  availability  rate  was  77,6$  for  this 
quarter  and  represents  a  drop  of  2,4#  from  last  quartor ,  Tho  decrease  in  avail¬ 
ability  is  attributed  to  tho  radio  retrofit  program  and  corrosion  probloms  on¬ 
countorod  with  tho  underside  of  tho  aircraft,  .  Correction  of  corrosion  has  roqui- 
roa  removal  of  paint,  applying  a  prosorvativo,  primer  and  fresh  coat  of  paint. 

In  sovoro  casos  sootions  of  shoot  metal  required  replacing. 
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*  \  ^ 
Tho,  Retrofit  of  company  aircraft  with  now  .JiC-jliiZ  and  ARC-54  r-dios  should  be 
complotod  by  20  February  1968.  Improvements  in  tho  company  aroa  included  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  Orderly  and  Supply  Roora(o)  renovations  and  the  installation  of  hot 
water  facilities , 


Tho  First  Platoon  at  Da  Wang  has  continued  support  of  tho  5th  Special  Forcos 
Group  and  the  3rd  Marine  Alpha bious  Force.  The  5th  Spocial  Forces  Operation  Delta 
terminated  in  rJ.d  November  with  the  platoon  aviators  averaging  over  one  hundred 
and  twenty  hours  per  month  during  tho  support  of  Delta.  During  this  period  tho 
platoon  complotod  construction  of  aircraft  revetments  to  moot  minimum  protection 
criteria. 


Tho  Second  Flight  Platoon  in  Ploiku  has  continued  support  of  II  Corps  Herd- 
quarters,  5th  Special  Forces  Group,  JUSP..0  and  i—.G  TnAI,  in  Bangkok.  Located  at 
Holloway  *A*F,  tho  platoon  has  erected  a  now  oporations  building  with  finishing 
touches  to  be  completed  in  February  1968,  At  0300  hrs  26  January  1968  the  airfield 
was  attacked  by  enemy  rockot  and  mortar  fire.  Duo  to  th^  protection  of  the  revbt- 
raonts  the  aircraft  were  only  slightly  damaged  but  romanod  flyablo, 

Tho  Third  Flight  Platoon  (Prov)  in  Wha  Trang  has  continued  support  to  tho 
5th  Special  Forcos  Group  Headquarters  and  JuSPAO. 

c,  (C)  During  tho  period  tho  1o3d  Reconnaissance  Airplane  Company  has 
continuod  to  perform  its  visual  reconnaissance  mie sion  in  support  of  the  II  Corps 
visual  reconnaissance  program  in  the  provinces  of  Khanh  non,  Tuy.’.n  Due,  Ninh  Thuan 
and  Binh  Thuan*  Those  four  provinces  encompass  jungle,  coastal  plains  and  moun¬ 
tainous  torrain  giving  each  aviator  varied  experience  under  continvally  changing 
flight  conditions.  Elements. of  the  company  aro  now  operating  from  six  permanent 
and  two  temporary  locations,  Tho  four  aircraft  sections  in  support  of  tho  A  „ri- 
cal  Division  will  roling.ish  its  j:iission  and  permanent  baso  at  Chu  Lai  to  the  21st, 
Aviation  Company  in  tho  near  futuro.  These  aircraft  will  be  returned  to  tho  vis¬ 
ual  rocom*aissanco  program  in  II  Corps,  Tho  company  provided  general  support  to 
tho  US  Spociol  Forces  Roc  onto  School  at  Nha  Trang,  tho  IS  Navy  Coastal  burvoil- 
lanco  Gontor  for  coastal  survcillanco  between  Tuy  Hoa  and  Phan  Thiot,  US  Spocial 
Forcos  Oporation  Delta  and  Radio  Relay  for  MAC30G  from  Kontum, 


**ctivo  participation  by  company  aviators  in  combat  oporations  vithin  their 
supported  provinco  has  boon  exemplary  •  Captain  Jorry  W.  Ginn  has  boon  rocoramond- 
od  for  tho  Distinguished  Flying  Cross  for  routing  a  company  of  Viot  Cong  and  sub¬ 
sequently  destroying  a  baso  camp  in  Ninh  Thuan  Provinco,  Major  Richard  II,  Kam- 
norling  was  citod  for  an  Air  Medal  with  "V"  Dovico  for  assisting  in  that  action. 

In  tho  Amoricrl  Division,  1LT  James  R,  Baazoll  was  rocommondod  for  tho  Silver  Star 
for  saving  a  5S  Force  from  a  Viot  Cong  ambush,  Evon  though  thu  aircraft  and  his 
observer  had  boon  hit,  Lt  Bazzoll,  after  taking  his  obsorvor  to  medical  facilities, 
returned  to  aid  the  friondly  forcos. 


Through  tho  concortod  efforts  of  company  personnel  many  improvoments  have 
boon  mado  to  provide  officiont  facilities,  bettor  security,  bettor  living  condi¬ 
tions  and  aroa  booutification.  Projects  that  havo  boon  completed  or  arc  in  pro¬ 
gross  aro*  A  permanent,  covered  bunkor  with  a  capacity  of  150  personnel  oquipped 
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i/ith  telephonic  and  radio  communications,  a  socurity  periraotar  lighting  sot  con¬ 
sisting  of  thirty-four  (34)  200  watt  floodlights  has  boon  installod,  extensions 
to  tho  unit  dayroora  and  moss  hall  completed,  concrotc  floor  pourod  for  aircraft 
aintonance  hangor,  concroto  floor  complotod  for  Toch  Supply  building,  transient 
officers  billots  boing  converted  to  houao  gonoral  support  soction  aviators  and 
all  buildings  have  boon  painted. 


During  the  period  tho  company  conducted  a  Christinas  program  for  tho  68  chil¬ 
dren  of  tho  orphanage  in  the  village  of  Ba  Gnoi^-  Khanh  Hoa  Provinco,  aviators 
of  tlio  ’unit,  callod  "Candy  Bombors",  dropped  candy  and  other  articles  to  tho  Viet- 
n.*mn«*o  childron.  Tho  candy  was  sont  from  tho  families  of  tho  non  in  tho  unit. 

• 

indicative  of  tho  high  stato  of  moralo  is  tho  fact  that  ¥1%  of  the  onlistod 
personnel  of  the  unit  aro  sorving  on  oxtonsions  in  tho  Republic  of  Vietnam, 

d.  (C)  During  tho  period  tho  185th  Reconnaissance  Airplano  Company  has 
continued  to  meot  its  mission  requirements  in  tho  II  Corps  arou.  Visual  roconnai- 
ssanco  missions  wore  flown  in  support  of  Phu  Bon,  Dar  Loc,  Quang  Doc  and  Lam  Dong 
Provinces,  with  oightcon  of  tho  company's  25  aircraft  committed  for  this  support. 
Utilizing  tho  re  minder  of  tho  aircraft,  general  support  was  provided  to  101st 
Airbomo  Brigade,  IRRP  of  8/ 20th,  Special  Forces  project  Dulta  and  iiACSOG.  Tho 
First  Soction  Second  Flight  Platoon  was  roliovod  inplaco  at  Tuy  Hoa  on  1  Docombor 
1967  by  a  soction  from  tho  203d  RAC,  Tho  Soconcl  Section  Second  Flight  Platoon 
provided  gonoral  support  to  tho  173d  Airborne  Brigado  at  Dak  To  during  tho  period 
7  Novombor  to  20  Docombor  1967, 


A  concentrated  offort  towards  improving  living  conditions  and  working  fncili- 
tios  was  reworded  by  tho  presentation,  to  tho  company  of  a  plaque  for  the  most  im¬ 
proved  cantonment  aroa  in  the  battalion  for  November,  Improvements  completed  or 
in  progress  aro:  b  ildings  painted,  onlistod  barracks  divided  into  two  nan  rooms, 
hot  water  showGrs  installed,  sidewalk  poured  and  living  quartorr  sandbagged. 
Aircraft  ravotmonts  have  boon  completed  to  minimum  protection  standards  and  are 
credited  vr-.th  reducing  the  damage  that  could  have  boon  causod  during  a  4  January 
1968  mortar  attack. 

Throughout  tho  poriod,  the  company  has  been  rosponsiblo  for  a  major  soctor 
of  the  airfield  defensive  porinotur  at  Ban  Mo  Thout,  Increased  activity  has  re¬ 
quired  additional  personnel  manning  defensive  positions,  which  has  had  a  dotri- 
montal  affect  on  the  operational  capability  of  the  unit, . 


During  this  period  tho  company  initiated  its  first  civil  affairs  project 
which  included  building  four  swing  sots  and  six  soe-saw  sots  for  the  childron  of 
the  Ngu  Yen  Du.  Montagnard  Elementary  School  in  Ban  Mo  Thout, .  In  addition  the  com¬ 
pany  hosted  fifty-throo  children  and  five  Sistors  from  tho  Van  Son  Catholic  Orphan¬ 
age  in  Ban  Me  Thout  to  cake,  cookies,  candy  and  ico  cream  in  the  company  raocs  on 
24  December  1967,  Tho  childron  presented  a  short  Christmas  program  in  the  Camp 
Coryell  Theater  for  the  officers  and  mon- 
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o.  (C)  Tho  203d  Roconnaissanco  Airplane  Company,  having  arrived  in 
Viotnan  in  late  Octobor,  completed  in-country  orientation  and  training  on  15  Nov- 
einber  67.  by  temporarily  attaching  aviators  and  crew  chiefs  to  established  recon¬ 
naissance  airplane  companies  throughout  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  Tho  company 
became  operational  on  1  December  1967  and  assumed  the  missions  of  visual  reconnai¬ 
ssance  for  Binh  Dinh  and  Fhu  Yen  Province  and  direct  support  of  41st  Arty  Gp, 
elements  of  the  173d  Abn  Bde'and  51st  Arty  Gp, 

The  most  significant  action  against  the  enemy  occured  in  the  first  two  weeks 
of  December  and  the  first  week  of  January,  First,  Captain  Brian  P.  Milady  and 
1LT  Gregory  P,  Barlow  were  recommended  for  the  Distinguished  Flying  Cross  for 
assistance  rendered  to  a  beseiged  Regional  Force  Company,  They  directed  artil¬ 
lery  and  were  credited  with  twenty-six  eneny  KLA,  Secondly,  Captain  Milady  di¬ 
rected  "Spooky”,  artillery  and  helicopter  gunships  against  an  KVA  Company  during 
a  night  attack  resulting  in  twenty-six  NVA  killed  for  which  he  has  been  awarded 
the  Vietnamese  Cross  of  Gallantry  with  Silver  Star, 

The  headquarters  and  maintenance  platoons  are  residing  with  the  225th  Sur¬ 
veillance  Airplane  Company  at  Phu  Hiep  until  completion  of  permanent  type  build¬ 
ing  construction.  Through  the  "Self-Help"  program  the  company  has  completed  a 
mess  hall,  two  showers,  two  latrines,  supply,  operations  and  one  temporary  main¬ 
tenance  hangar.  Approval  for  permanent  steel  maintenance  hangar  has  boen  granted 
and  construction  will  begin  laoor  this  year.  The  main  aircraft  parking  'ramp  and 
t aid. way  was  completed  12  January  1968,  Subsequently  twelve  eight  foot  high  air¬ 
craft  revetments  for  0-1  aircraft  have  been  erected  in  accordance  with  enginocr 
specifications.  Elements  of  the  com  any  at  Tuy  Hoa  North,  Qui  khon,  English  and 
An  Khe  have  made  considerable  improvements  in  renovation  and/of  initial,  construc¬ 
tion  of  living  and  working  facilities, 

f,  (C)  During  the  reported  poriod  the  219th  Reconnaissance  Airplane 
Company  continued  its  primary  mission  of  visual  reconnaissance  of  the  northern 
portions  of  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone,  On  1  December  1967  the  company's  assets 
were  consolidated  into  Kontum  and  Ploiku  Provinces,  with  occassional  missions  in¬ 
to  Dar  Loo  and  Fhu  Bon  Provinces'  in  support  of  the  4th  Infantry  Division, 

(General  Support  was  provided  for  two  Special  Forces  operations  and  missions 
were  flown  in  direct  support  of  52nd  Artillery  Group),  The  most  significant 
action  aganist  the  eneny  during  this  period  occurred  on  24  November  1967,  Res** 
ponding  to  a  convoy  ambush  along  Highway  19,  ten  miles  east  of  Ploiku,  Captain 
Joseph  S,  Davis  and  Lt  Joseph  E.  Thornton  took  off  in  search  of  the  eneny.  After 
fixing  the  position  of  an  estimated  two  company  NVA  Force,  the  two  aviators  vec¬ 
tored  and  controlled  numerous  helicopter  gunships  onto  the  eneny,  aided  in  con¬ 
trol  of  med-ovac  operations  and  briefed  tactical  aircraft  prior  to  two  airstrikes. 
On  this  some  date  in  other  ereas  of  Pleiku  Province,  Captain  Charles  W,  Barnes, 

Lt  Hansford  L,  Bohanon  and  CW2  Bobby  J,  Gray  engaged  NVA  Soldiers  with  artillery 
and  rockets.  Total  eneny  losses  resulting  from  the  company’s  supported  engage¬ 
ments  were  49  NVA  KIA,  7  NVA  CIA  and  17  SA  CIA, 
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Enlistod  porsonnol  facilities  woro  groatly  improved  thro-  gh  tho  Installation 
of  r.  600  gallon  hot  v/ator  hoator  in  the  enlisted  latrino,  On  23  December  1967, 
tho  company's  onlistod  min.'s  club  was  oponod  and  appropriately  nanod  "Headhunters 
Hangout".  During  tho  period  tho  company  maintained  a  high  foreign  sorvico  tour 
oxtonsion  rato  of 

g,(C)  During  tho  reported  period  th~  225th  Surveillance  Airplane  Conpany 
has  continued  to  provide  day  and  night  reconnaissance  anc!  survclllanco  through¬ 
out  tho  II  Corps  Tactical  Zeno  employing  photographic,  Infrarod  and  Side-looking 
Airborne  Radar  systems,  Scvonty-fivo  percent  f  all.  nicsions  are  during  the  hours 
of  darknoss.  Tho  unit  participated  in  Operation  Poacobird  during  the  Christmas 
and  Now  Yea.r  truco,  During  this  oporation  tho  unit  i-ustainod  radar  covorago  of 
tho  aroa  within  tho  II  Corps  Tactical  Z' no  bordering  on  Cambodia  a: id  Laos,  in¬ 
frared  surveillanco  of  tho  known  infiltration  routes  and  visual,  rocoruv,  icsancc 
of  tho  II  Corps  coastline.  Duo  to  operational  requirements  the  flying  program 
has  changed  to  the  following* 

( 1 )  VR/VP  ■■  from  four  t  >  tliroo  flights  every  two  do:'- a. 

(2)  SLJl  -  from  four  to  five  flights  e"-ory  two  days, 

(3)  IR  -  from  oight  to  elovon  flights  every  two  days. 

On  1  Novonbor  1967  ho  omit  positioned  a  Rocoiving  Sot  Radar  Data  (AN/TKQ-2) 
and  on  Infrared  Survoillanco  Information  Contor  (AN/Ti»Q1A)  at  Dragon  fountain, 
Pleiku  RVH  in  support  of  tho  4th  Infantry  Division,  Tho  Division  assigned  Im¬ 
agery  Intelligence  personnel  to  the  data  sito  to  work  with  the  data  station  op¬ 
erations,  This  employment  provides  for  near  real  time  information  to  tho  sup¬ 
ported  unit  through  data  telemetry  from  the  r.irborno  station  and  has  proven  vory 
successful, 

2,  (C)  Intollipenco  and  Gountor  Intelligence  * 

a,  Porsonnol  Socvrity:  A  continuing  problem  exists  wheroin  CQdUS  unit 
commanders  aro  failing  to  comply  with  Department  of  Tho  Ax*my  policy  which  requires 
a  Hationoil  ..goucy  Chock  (N..C)  bo  initiated  for  all  enlisted  porsonnol  in  pay 
grodos  E6,  E7,  E8  and  E9  for  whom  a  SECRET  or  higher  socurity  clour  onco  has  not 
boon  previously  granted, 

b,  Esoapo  and  Evasion*  Aircrew  members  are  still  arriving  in-country 
without  roquirod  Escape  .and  Evasion  photographs.  Thio  batt  alion  doos  not  have  tho 
oquipnont  to  take  thoso  photographs,  Thr  equipment  has  been  roqrisitionod.  Sub¬ 
ordinate  units  have  boon  using  privatoly  \  '.od  cameras  tc  fulfill  tho  require¬ 
ment.  This  discropancy  has  boon  brought  to  tho  attention  of  higher  houdemarters , 

3,  (C)  Operations: 

a,  Tho  223d  Combat  Support  Aviation  Battalion  flow  a  total  of  22,421 
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sortios  totaling  2G,222  hours  in  support  of  count or-insurgoncy  oporations  in 
Vietnam  from  1  November  1967  to  31  January  1968*  Tho  roconncissancp  airplane 
cor.ipc.nics  flew  17,947  sortios  totaling  23,764  hours  in  support  of  tho  visual 
roconnaisaanco  program,  diroct  and  general  support  coinriitmonts  throughout  the 
II  Corps  Tactical  Zeno,  The  surveillance  airplane  company  flow  644  sorties  to¬ 
taling  2,620  hours  in  support  of  IFFORCiiV.  During  this  period  10,272  passongors 
and  290  tons  f  cargo  wore  airlifted  by  the  18th  UAC. 


b.  During  this  period  tho  battalion  rocoived  a  now  0-1  allocation 
plan  as  follows: 


UNIT  SUPPORTED 

FUNCTIONS 

NUMBER  OF  ,.I 

G-2  IFFORCE  V 

VR  Program 

56 

4th  Inf  Div 

Gon  Spt/ Arty 

10 

173d  j*bn  Bdo 

Gon  Spt 

3 

IFFORCE  V  Artv 

Gon  Spt 

14 

(41st  Arty  Gp) 

Gon  Spt 

(8) 

(52nd  .>ty  Gp) 

Gon  Spt 

(6) 

Gonoral  Support 

Radio  Rolay 

10 

IA.CS0G 

E/20th  Inf 

DELTi. 

4  RAC  *s 

C/G  &  Tng 

8 

Am^rical  Division 

Gon  Spt 

4 

Tho  0-1  allocation  to  .Juoricol  Division  is  a  temporary  coirdt  .ent.  It  is 
anticipated  that  tho  four  aircraft  will  bo  roturnod  to  tho  II  Corps  VR  Program 
approxiiiatoly  12  February  1968.  The  VR  assets  woro  further  allocated  by  Province 
as  follows:  Kontun  9,  PIojJcu  6,  3inh  Dinh  6,  Darloc  6,  Phu  Bon  4,  Qu.ai ;  D-  c  4, 

Lan  Dong  4,  Phu  Yon  4,  Xhanh  Hoa  6,  Tuyon  Due  3,  Ninh  Thuan  4,  Binli  Thuan  4. 

Based  on  this  llocation  a  stationing  plan  was  r.iado  effoctivo  13  January  1968  as 
follows:  1331  -  VR  of  Ninh  Thuan,  Khanh  Hoa,  Tuyon  Due  and  Binh  Thuan  Province; 
General  Support  (Radio  Relay)  MACSOG,  DELTA  AND  IFFV  with  aircraft  stationed  at 
Phan  Rang,  Nlia  Trong,  Da  Lat,  Phan  Thiot,  Chu  Lai,  Kontiun  and  D'-ng  Ba  Thin. 

185th  RAG  -  VR  of  Darloo,  Lam  Dong,  Quang  Due  and  Phu  Bon  Provincos;  General 
Support  Radio  Rolay  for  MACSOG,  E/20th  Inf,  and  IFFV  with  aircraft  stationed  at 
Ban  iio  Thout,  Bao  Loc,  Gia  ilghia  and  Choo  Roo,  203d  RAC  -  VR  of  Phu  Yen  raid 
Binlx  Dinh  Provincos;  Gonoral  Support  for  173d  Abn  Bclo,  G„n  Spt/ Arty  for  4lot 
and  52nd  Arty  Gp,  with  aircraft  stationod  at  Tuy  Hoc.  North,  Qui  Nhon,  Phu  Hiop, 

LZ  English  and  An  Kho,  219th  RAC  -  VR  ol  Kontun  and  Ploiku  Provincos;  General 

Support  4th  Inf  Div  and  52nd  ajrty  Gp,  with  aircraft  stationod  at  Kontun  uid 
Ploiku  Holloway, 
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c,  Mandatory  training  requirononts  woro  met  covering  subjects  roquirod 
by  curront  directives,  Tho  17th  CAG  assisted  by  establishing  a  pregrm  for  con¬ 
ducting  nost  siandatory  training  prior  to  assigning  individuals  to  tho  battalion*. 
Mandatory  training  net  ccvcrod  at  17th  CAG  is  conducted  at  company,  platoon  or 
soction  lovol  as  necessitated  by  tactical  employment, 

4.  (U)  Logistics*  (S,e  vvxagraph  5,  Part  I) 

5.  (TJ)  Civil  Affairs*  Nano 

6.  (U)  Personnel* 

a.  Casualties:  During  tho  period  1  November  1967  to  31  January  1968 
this  battalion  suffered  inly  eight  casualties  with  0  .0  resulting  death,  a  do- 
croaso  over  twenty-one  casualties  with  six  deaths  for  last  reporting  quarter, 

b,  Comnar.  Jhangos* 

(1)  Major  Thomas  E.  Cote  assumod  co::mnd  of  tho  225th  Survoillanco 
Airplano  Company  on  1  Doconbor  1967  vico  liaj or  John  A.  Kooglor  who  assumed  duties 
as  tho  battalion  S3,  vico  LTC  Jorordah  B,  Hawkins, 

(2)  Major  Robin  G,  Spoisor  Jr,  assumod  cor-iand  of  tho  183d  Reconnai¬ 
ssance  airplane  Company  on  19  Doconbor  1967  vice  Major  William  R.  Bonoit'  who  was 
reassigned  to  Navy  Tost  Facility,  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

(3)  LTC  Joroniah  B,  Hnvkins  assunod  duties  as  Deputy  Cc-rianding 
Officor  of  tho  battalion  on  4  Doconbor  1967  vico  LTC  Richard  K,  Iti’raoda  who  was 
reassigned  to  Sixth  US  4rr.yf 

(4)  Major  Slborg  F,  Calkin  Jr,  assumed,  corxiand  of  tho  256th  Trans¬ 
portation  Dotachmont  on  10  Doconbor  1967  vico  Major  G.  or  go  R,  McNutt  who  was 
transferred  to  Fort  Austis,  Virginia, 

(5)  Captain  William  E,  Atloo  Jr,  assunod  command  of  tho  163d  todi- 
cal  Dotachmont  on  25  October  1967  vico  Captain  Ranald  D,  Crown  who  was  transfer¬ 
red  to  Huhtor  .iAF,  Savannah,  Goorgia, 

(6)  Tho  58th  Aviation  Detachment  (Support) with  LTC  Virgil  L,  Daniel¬ 
son  ccv  mni'ding  was  assignod  to  this  battclion  for  administration  on  27  Nr>”—I1J0r 
1967. 

c,  Strongth:  Tho  authorizod,  assignod  and  prosor.t  for  duty  strengths 
of  tho  units  assigned  to  tho  battalion  as  of  31  January  196®  follows 
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d«  Awards:  Awards  rocoimaoudod  and  awardod  for  tho  nonths  of  Ifovonbor 
Docor.ibor  and  January  aro  as  follows  < 


«JFARD 

NOV 

REC  -  AWD 

DEC 

REC 

•  *aY2D 

mL 

REC 

wm 

TOTAL 
REC  - 

AWD 

SILVER  star 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

LEGION  OF  lERIT 

0 

0 

;  o 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

DIST  FLYING  CROSS 

11 

7 

1 

;  5 

4 

8 

0 

24 

11 

SOLDIERS  MEDAL 

0 

0 

I 

!  4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

BRONZE  STAR'  (S) 

14 

7 

1 

!  11 

i 

11 

15 

0 

40 

18 

BRONZE  STAR  (A) 

2 

2 

1  0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

4 

BRONZE  STAR  (V) 

0 

0 

j  o 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

iJR  MEDAL 

38 

16 

!  50 

’  94 

: 

62 

50 

0 

138 

78 

AIR  MEDAL  CLUSTERS 

128 

24 

93 

159 

0 

381 

117 

AIR  MEDAL  (V) 

0 

0 

i 

!  2 

1 

1 

7 

9 

1 

ARCCM  (V) 

10 

2 

!  14 

30 

23 

47 

32 

ARCOM  (S) 

18 

1 

1 

i 

2 

i 

3 

2 

22 

4 

ARCOM  (A) 

5 

0 

t 

•  0 

0 

3 

K 

8 

0 

PURPIE  HEART 

:  i 

4 

‘  0 

0 

2 

■ 

3 

4 

22.T&: 

228 

63 

!  185 

S 

CM 

271 

0 

584  j 

269 
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o.  Infusion*  During  th._  reporting  period  the  battalion  vigorously  pur¬ 
sued  an  infusion  program  to  coincide  with  tho  stationing  plan  co  roduco  tho  ro¬ 
tation  hump  in  the  various  companies  and  kcop  porsonnol  turmoil  to  a  minimum. 
Personnel  from  tho  0-1  units  wero  infusod  v;ith  each  othor  and  tho  13th  Battalion 
at  Can  Tho,  The  OV-1  unit  porsonnol  wore  infusoc1  with  tho  244th  3  AC  at  Can  Tho 
aril  tho  245th  SAC  at  Mar  bio  Mountain,  Da  Nang, 

7.  (U)  Signals  Tho  VSC-2  issued  to  this  battalion  has  increased  tho  cap¬ 

ability  to  cdmunicato  with  Group  and  separate  companies,  Tho  VSC-2  has  eperatod 
with  minimi  component  f:dluros,  Outstanding  rosults  havo  boon  obtained  using  a 
doublet  antdnna.  Tho  RWI  Capability  ha3  boon  usod  oxtonsivoly  to  provide  tinoly 
coi.imunications  with  subordinate  units,  Tho  most  distant  usage  of  this  capability 
was  ap  r-  xinatoly  500  miles  from  an  airborno  ARC  102  ^  Tho  month  of  December  saw 
the  switch  over  to  dial  circuits  in  Qui  Nhon.  This  provided  much  noedod  improve¬ 
ments  in  tho  tolophono  communications  within  tho  Qui  Nhon  area  as  woll  as  long 
distance  capability, 

SECTION  II,  Comnandor  *s  Observation  and  Rocomondations  it 
Part  It  Observations  (Lessons  Learned ) 

1,  (U)  Porsonnol* 

a,  Itom  hoqulronont  for  additional  Flight  Operations  3  jociaUsts 

IDS:  71P20. 


Discussion:  Reconnaissance  Airplane  Companies  haws  flight  platoons 
oporating  indopondontly  groat  distances  from  their  company  headquarters  location. 
To  adoquatoly  flight  fallow,  provido  necossary  administrative  ncsistanco  and  bo 
responsive  to  onorgoncios  one  additional  flight  operations  s^  ocialieh  is  needed 
for  each  flight  platoon  in  thoso  conponios. 

Observation*  Futuro  MTOE's  dovisod  for  RAC’s  oporating  in  Vietnam 
should  rofloct  this  roquironont, 

b.  Iton*  Personnel  Lovy  for  Guard  Requlr orients. 

Discussion*  During  tho  quarter,  an  incrcaso  in  porsonnol  lovy  to 
fulfill  guard  roquirononts  has  craatod  an  unduo  hardship  and  more  than  normal 
porsonnol  turbulonoo,  Thoso  levies  roquiro  diverting  highly  skilled  personnel 
from  critical  positions  bacauso  this  battalion,  unliko  a  holiccp  or  battalion, 
ho  :  no  door  gunnors  or  11B  MDS  porsonnol  authorizod.  An  aviation  unit  is  ill 
oqu.  oped  to  provide  for  its  own  socurity,  Whon  security  can  not  be  providod  by 
tho  upportod  unit  the  aviation  unit  should  bo  augmented  with  appropriate  socur¬ 
ity  forcos. 


Obsorvation:  Tinoly  and  appropriate  augmentation  of  socurity  per¬ 
sonnel  would  ollninato  tho  diversion  of  skilled  personnel  cid  provont  porsonnol 
turbulonoo. 
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2.  (C)  %  erationsi 

a.  Item  Difficulty  in  Maintaining  visual  contact  with  the  low  0-1  air¬ 
craft  on  Dual  Ship  Missions J 

Discussionl  Dual  ship.  missions  are  onployod  over  areas  of  hazardous  ter¬ 
rain  with  one  higher  than  the  other.  Tho  high  cover  3hip  roust  maintain  visual  con¬ 
tact  with  the  low  ship  to  adequately  plot  targets  and  pinpoint  his  location  in  event 
of  an  emergency.  White  paint  on  the  top  surfaoe  is  not  sufficient. 

Observation!  0D  colored  aircraft  are  not  easily  identified  against  the 
baakrround  of  the  highlands  and  jungle, 

b.  Item:  Positioning  of  Aircraft  in  Revotmentsi 

Discussions  Airem  „\t  parked  tail  first  in  revetments  have  sufferod  con¬ 
siderable  damage  to  v/ihdscroens  from  rxjrtar  attack.  The  battalion  is  testing  the  ef¬ 
fectiveness  of  closing  a  portion  of  the  entrance  so  that  only  sufficient  space  is 
availablo  to  provide  minimum  clearance  during  manual  placement  of  aircraft  within  ro- 
votmonts . 


Obsorvationl  Most  vunorablo  part  of  aircraft  is  oxposod, 

c.  Item!  Viet  Oong  Decoy  Techniques! 

Discussionl  The  VC  have  been  known  to  displace  one  or  more  small  sizo 
trits  ap.jroximtoly  300  to  500  meters  from  their  main  foroo  to  aot  as  decoys  by  per¬ 
mitting  observation  or  intentionally  .firing  on  aircraft  to  prevent  observation  of  tho 
main  force. 

Observation!  All  aviators  and  observers  "oust  bo  made  auaro  of  this 

technique, 

d.  Item!  Use  of  Rockets  on  Advance  and  Withdrawal  Routes  of  Friendly  Forces: 

Discussion!  Helicopter  gunships  firing  rockots  are  boing  used  to  clear 
advance  and  withdrawal  routos  for  ground  clonants  •  This  allows  the  VC  to  sight  along 
rocket  bursts  and  direct  his  mortars  on  tho  route  being  used, 

.  Observation!  A  chango  of  tactics  is  required  to  provent  axposure  of 
routes  to  bo  usod, 

e.  Item  Need  for  Additional  Instructor  Pilots i 

Discussionl  Units  have  arrived  in-oountry  with  only  ono  qualifiod  In¬ 
structor  Pilot,  A  requirement  exists  to  comploto  Flight  Standardization  ridos  regu¬ 
larly  to  onsuro  safe  and  offeiont  operations.  With  units  dispersed  at  oightoon  sep¬ 
arate  locations  a  requirement  exists  for  four  qualifiod  Instructor  Pilots  for  each 
fixod  wing  company.  This  situation  has  boen  adversely  influoncod  by  tho  fact  that 
practically  all  replacement  aviators  for  the  0-1  companies  havo  been  rocont  aviation 
school  graduates  who  havo  insufficient  oxporieneo  to  bo  dosignatod  instructor  pilots. 
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Observation*  Sufficient  Instructor  Pilots  should  bo  assigned  or 
tii.io  allotted  for  thoir  training  prior  to  doploynant. 

f,  Iton*  UHF  Honing  Capability* 

Discussion*  Aircraft  of  tliis  battalion  aro  froquontly  used  in  * 
soorch  and  roscuo  oporations  for  downod  aviators,  A1 1  aviators  have  the  URC-10 
survival  radio  protunod  to  UHF  onorgcncy  froquoncy  243, OMC.  Tho  aircraft  aro 
oquippod  with  tho  AN/ARC  51  BX  UHF  radio  with  a  control  panel  indicator  for  UHF 
Horning  but  do  not  havo  tho  honing  capability, 

• 

Observation*  UHF  Honing  Capability  is  need ad  to  rapidly  locate 
downod  aviators, 

g,  Iton*  Affect  of  density  altitude  on  Fixed  Wing  Aircraft: 

Discussion*  Aviators  commonly  asscciato  high  density  altitudo  pro¬ 
blems  with  rotary  wing  aircraft,  Howovor,  in  mountainous  .  terrain  raid  at  cir- 
fiolds  locatod  at  high  olevations,  high  dons.ity  altitudo  has  contributed  to  dan- 
gorous  flying  conditions.  At  airfields  with  olevations  of  4500  feet  an'1  above, 
density  altitudos  of  7000  to  9000  Ft  are  •  comcn  and  seno  0--1  aircraft  havo  boon 
unablo  to  oxocuto  a  go  around  with  flap  sottings  in  oxcoss  of  30°, 

Observation*  Fixed  Wing  aviators  should  bo  alert  to  and  compensate 
for  Limitations  caused  by  high  density  altitudoB, 

h,  Item*  Uso  of  Survival  Radio  URC-10* 

Discussion*  .Although  loss  of  all  radios  in  flight  is  a  rari’y,  it 
has  happened,  Uso  of  the  URC-10  :dth  its  onergoeny  UHF  froquoncy  from  eh-  air-  ■ 
craft  is  very  offoctivo. 

Observation*  All  aviators  should  bo  avaro  *f  this  capability, 

'  i,  Iton*  Uso  of  lu'i  60  Panoramic  Gar.ora* 

Discussion*  Through  experimentations  tho  optimum  dLtitudo,  for  do- 
t oiled  intelligence  and  torrain  analysis  using  tho  KA  60,  is  500  foot  abscluto 
considering  filn  footage  usod  and  ground  gained  forward,  Tho  system  should  be 
sot  up  in  th©npul3o”  node,  one  frai.io  ovory  throo  seconds.  This  camera  has  pro¬ 
ven  very  offoctivo  in  locating  targets  in  oroas  with  little  or  no  prominent  ter¬ 
rain  features  whon  usod  in  conjunction  with  tho  KA  30  in  the  vortical  nodo,  Tho 
KA  60  automatic  light  motor  was  designed  fi.r  vortical  photography^  consequently 
whon  in  tho  forward  mountod  position  tho  motor  is  subjoct  to  rofloctod  sunlight 
from  clouds  causing  on  undoroxposod  film.  Best  rosults  woro  obtained  by  taping 
tho  top  3/4  of  tho  light  motor  aporturo  thoroby  roducing  the  amount  of  light  en¬ 
tering  tho  sousing  olonont,  resulting  in  an  acceptable  oxposuro  level.  The  win¬ 
dow  on  tho  aircraft  noso  sootion  vill  fog  during  rapid  dosconts  from  altitude, 
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Observation « 

(1)  K4  60  Camera  incroasos  survoillanco  capability. 

(2)  60  camera  aids  in  locating  and  plotting  KA  30  imagery, 

(3;  Nomal  operation  of  KA  60  in  oblique  position  produces  under¬ 
exposed  film. ; 

j ,  Item  Uso  of  12  and  18  inch  Ions  cono  with  K*4  30  Camera: 

Discussion i  The  12  and  18  inch  lens  cono  for  tho  KA  30  ccxiorr.  pro- 
ido  flexibility  necessary  to  fly  photographic  missions  at  the  highest  possible 
i-ltitudo  commensurate  with  wuathor  conditions  .and  produco  tho  desired  scale. 

This  is  particularly  helpful  in  high  throat  aroas  in  obtaining  distant  oblique 
coverage  when  it  is  inpossiblo  for  political  or  tactical  reasons  to  overfly  tho 
■  iron. 


Observation*  Largo  focal  length  Ions  conos  provide  a  3t and -off  cap- 
ability  thereby  roducing  aircraft  expo  sura  to  groundfiro, 

3#  (U)  Training  and  Organization* 

a.  Item*  Nood  for  additional  training  for  Airborne  boasor  Oporations 
MQS*  26R20: 


Discussion*  Nowly  assigned  alrborno  sonsor  oporators  rcq.dro  an  ex¬ 
cessive  anount  of  instruction  and  practice  on  nap  reading  prior  to  becoming  oper¬ 
ational,  . 

Observation*  Oporators  nood  additional  school  training  in  tactical 

map  reading! 

4,  (U)  Intolligonco *  Hone 

5,  (U)  Logistics* 

a*  Itom*  Cylindor  Separation  FSN  2810-086-7746* 

Discussion*  Thor©  have  boon  at  least  oloven  occasions  cf  cylindor 
assombly  separation  botwoon  front  and  roar  bafflos.  Looks  caused  by  tho  separa¬ 
tion  have  boon  corrected  by  changing  tho  cylindor  assonbly*  li .urgency  lIR’s  havo 
boon  submitted. 

Observation*  Cylindor  separation  is  causing  excossivo  unschodulod 

naintonanco, 

b.  Item*  Analyzor,  Ignition  andi  Vibration  ESN  4910-474-4099* 
Discussion*  This  analyzor  is  an  *ir  Fcrco  issuo  iton  that  has 
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proven  vary  offoctivo  in  trouble  shooting  ignition  problem  on  0-1  aircraft. 

Observations  Aircraft  dewntiuo  is  rocucod  by  using  this  piece  of 
equipment.  Every  0-1  aircraft  unit  should  have  this  iton  issued  to  their  organic 
direct  support  porsonnol,  Futuro  0-1  iZTOE's  should  reflect  this  roquiroiiont, 

o.  Iton:  Spark  Plug  (Massive  Electrode)  FSN  2925-720-3162: 

Discussion:  Operating  life  of  Army  issue  spark  plug  (platinum  oloc- 
trod.e)  FSN  2925-05^-7054  has  teon  50-100  hours  loss  than  US  Air  Forco  spark  plug 
(naSLivo  oloctrodo)  FSN  2925-120-3162  which  is  used  for  the  sane  0-1  aircraft. 

Observation*  Use  of  US  Air  Forco  spark  plug  dccroasos  downtime  on 

0-1  aircraft. 

d.  Iton:  Special  Managonont  Itons  (Si'll): 

Discussion*  Requisitions  for  SMI  such  as  onginos,  propellers,  pro- 
pollor  controls  and  hydraulic  punps  are  subnit  tod  based  on  farooust  roplacomont 
date  froa  oporating  tine  before  ovorhall.  Those  itons  are  net  b~j.ng  received  by 
tho  required  dolivory  date  (ADD)  causing  •  tho  aircraft  to  bo  grounded  and  an  ED? 
requisitions  subnittod.  If  theso  itons  woro  propositioned  at  supporting  DSU *5, 
naintononco  downtino  and  transportation  problem  would  bo  reduced. 

Observation*  Reduction  in  clolivery  tino  of  SKI  isnocossary  to  in¬ 
crease  aircraft  availability. 

6*  (U)  Othor*  None 

Port  II.  Rocoanondations  t 

1 .  (U)  Porsonnol* 

a*  Item*  Roforonco  Section  II#  Part  I,  paragraph  la,  requirement  for 
oKitional  fli.jht  operations  socialists,  IDS:  71P20, 

Rocomondatiou:  hTOE’s  for  Reconnaissance  Airplane  Companies  bo 
changed  to  authorize’,  throe  additional  71P20,s  por  unit. 

b,  Iton*  Roforonco  Soction  II,  Part  I,  paragraph  1b,  Porsonnol  levy  for 
Quard  Requirements, 

Ro commendation:  Augment  aviation  units  with  qualified  -.orsonnel  for 
tho  additional  guard  burdon, 

2*  (C)  Oporations* 

a,  Iton*  Roforonco  Soction  II,  Port  I,  pargraph  2a,  Difficulty  in  main- 
matnj?  •visual  oontadt  vrith  -the  low  0-1  aircraft  on  a  Dual  Sliip  Mission* 

* 
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Roconnondation:  Additional  Grinos  light  should  be  installed  or  novo 
existing  ono  to  top  contor  of  fuselage  on  0-1  aircraft, 

b,  Iton:  Reference  Section  II,  Part  I,  paragraph  2b,  Positioning  of 
i-ircraft  in  Ravotnontss 

Ro corx lendation t  Where  possible  park  aircraft  in  rovetnonts  noso 

first, 

c,  Iton:  Reference  Section  II,  Part  I,  paragraph  2c,  Viot  Cong  Decoy 
ice  dques i 

Roconnondation:  Dissoninato  to  all’ aviators  and  insuro  if  snail 
groups  are  observod,  an  intonsivo  search  is  conducted  of  the  irxiodiato  surrounding 
orou  for  possiblo  largor  forcos, 

d,  Iton:  Reference  Section  II,  Part  I,  paragraph  2d,  U30  of  Rcckots  on 

ulvance  and  Withdrawal  Route  of  Friendly  Force: 

Recoixiondation:  Gunships  should  use  Miniguns  or  Machine  Guns  instead 
of  rockets  until  a  definite  target  is  dovelopod  to  prevent  enony  fr-.n  observing 
routes , 

o.  If  on:  Roforonco  Section  II,  Part  I,  •  era  rnph  2c,  Mood  for  Addition¬ 
al  Instructor  Pilots: 

Roconnondation:  Insuro  Instructor  file  t  porsonncl  aro  on  hand  prior 
to  units  loaving  CONUS, 

f,  Iton:  Roforonco  Section  II,  Part  I,  paragraph  2f,  UHF  Honing  Cap¬ 
ability: 

Recori'  londation :  Modify  aircraft  radios  to  provide  a  UKF  Honing  cap¬ 
ability, 

g,  Iton:  Roforonco  Soction  II,  Part  I,  paragraph  2g,  Affoct  of  Density 
Alt:'  tie  on  Fixod  Wing  Aircraft: 

Roconnendation : 

(1)  Roaophasizo  offset  of  density  altitude,  on  fixod  wing  aircraft, 

(2)  Responsible  CONUS  agency  dotorai.no  landing  configuration  linita- 
tions  of  0-1  aircraft  and  disseninato  sane, 

h,  Ito:  1  Roferonce  Section  II,  tart  I,  paragraph  2h,  Uso  of  Survival 
Radio  URC-10: 

-  15  - 


t 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVGD-DS  12  February  1968 

SUBJECT ;  Oporationa1  Report  for.  Quarterly  Period  31  January  1968  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 


Rocomrriondation  I 

(1)  Disseminate  to  all  aviators, 

(2)  Incorporate  into  -  10  omorgenoy  procedures, 

i.  Item!  Reference  Section  II*  Part  I,  paragraph  2i,  Use  of  KA  60 
Panoranio  Camera  I 

Recommendation t 

(1)  Incorporate  in  surveillance  school  classes  the  technique  of  us¬ 
ing  KA  60  capabilities  with  KA  30  missions  to  assist  in  plotting  of  KA  30  Imagery, 

(2)  Change  —  10  on  0V-1  to  incorporate  use  of  aircraft  camera  win¬ 
dow  defrost  system  while  snaking  rapid  descents  if  thoy  axo  going  to  use  KA  60 
camera, 

j,  Itom:  Reference  Section  IIf  Part  I,  paragraph  2j,  Use  of  12  and  18 
inch  lens  cones  with  KA  30  camora* 

Recommendation J  Whon  posuiblo,  OV-1  units  should  uso  the  larger  lens 
cone  to  insure  minimum  low  level  exposure  to  ground  fire, 

3,  (U)  Training  and  Organization!  • 

a.  Item!  Roferonco  section  II,  Part  I,  paragraph  3a,  Neod  for  Addi¬ 
tional  Training  fqr  Airborno  Sensor  Operators  -  MOSi  26E20: 

Rocomnondation!  Fort  Huachuca  Aerial  Surveillance  School  should 
emphasize  and  if  necessary  incroase  instruction  on  tactical  map  roading  for  aer¬ 
ial  sonsor  operators  -  mOSi  26E20. 

4,  (U)  Intelligence!  Nono 

5,  (U)  Logistics! 

a.  Item!  Roforonco  Soction  II,  Part  I,  paragraph  5a,  Cylinder  Separ¬ 
ation  -  ESN  2810-086-7746! 

r«jwmmendationl  Responsible  stateside  agency  should  insure  quality 
control  during  assembly  of  subject  part, 

b,  Itom!  Roferonco  Section  II,  Part  I,  paragraph  5b,  Analyzor,  Igni¬ 
tion  and  Vibration  -  ESN  4910-474-4099* 

Rocomaondation:  TOS  !s  for  Roconnaissanco  Airplane  Companies  should 
bo  modified  to  authorizo  ono  each  por  company. 


16 


AVGD-DE  12  February  1968 

SuBJECT »  operation  Report  for  Quarterly  Feriod  31  January  1968  (RCS  CSFOft-65) 

0#  Itom:  Reference  Soctlon  II,  Part  I,  paragraph  5c,  Spark  Plug 
(nassivo  olootrodo)  -  ESN  2925-720-3162* 

Recommendation*  This  item  bo  mado  standard  US  Arny  issuo  in  lieu  of 
Spark  Plug  (platinum  olootrodo)  -  FSN  2925-056-7054. 

d.  Itom*  Roforonco  Soction  II,  Part  I,  paragraph  5d,.  Special  Manago- 
mont  Itoms  (SMI)* 

Rocomondation*  Pro  position  dor.ir.nd  supported  SHI  at  DSU  but  main- 

issuo  control  at  depots, 

„  • 

6.  (U)  Other*  No no 
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AVGD-SC  (14  Feb  68)  let  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1968 
HEADQUARTERS,  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group,  APO  96240,  23  February  1968 
TO:  Commanding  General  1st  Field  Forces  Vietnam,  APO  96240 

1.  (U)  The  223d  Combat  Support  Aviation  Battalion  Operational 
Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  January  1968  is  forwarded  for 
your  information  and  action  as  necessary. 

2.  (U)  This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  this  ORLL  and  concurs  with 
the  report  as  modified  here  in. 

3.  (C-)  Reference  Section  II  Part  I  paragraph  2b.  Item  concerning 
positioning  of  aircraft  in  revetments.  Concur  with  proposal  of  closing  a 
portion  of  the  open  end  of  the  revetment.  Additionally  recommend  parking 
aircraft  nose  first  into  the  revetment. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 
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SUBJECT: 


(14  Feb  68)  2d  Ind 

Operational  Report-Lesson*  Learned  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending 
31  January  1968  RCS  CSFGR«65  UIC  DKLAAA  223d  CSAB  (U) 


HEADQUARTERS,  I  FIELD  FORCE  VIETNAM,  AFO  96350 

TO:  Conmanding  General,  let  Aviation  Brigade,  APO  96375 


Concur. 


ASS*  ADJUTANT  G5MERAL 


Copy  Fumi^ied* 
223d  CSAB 
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AV3A-C  (12  Feb  63)  3d  Ihd 

SUBJECT:  Cperational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  31  January  1968 
(RCS-CSFOR-65 ) (UIC :  WDLKTO)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  1ST  AVIATICK  BRIGADE,  APO  96334  29  1968 

THRU:  Commanding  General,  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN:  AVHGC-DST,  APC  96375 
Commanded  in  Chief,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-CT,  APO  9655  8 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  DA  (AC3FCR  DA), 

Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  subject  report  of  the  223d  Combat 
Support  Aviation  Battalion,  considers  it  to  be  adequate,  and  concurs 
with  the  contents  as  indorsed* 

2.  The  following  additional  comments  are  considered  pertinent: 

a*  Sec  I,  para  2b,  page  5:  Separate  action  will  be  taken  by  this 
headquarters  to  alleviate  the  problem  of  aircrew  members  arriving  in¬ 
country  without  required  escape  and  evasion  photographs* 

b*  Sec  I,  para  2a,  page  5:  Separate  action  will  be  taken  by  this 
headquarters  to  alleviate  the  problem  of  enlisted  personnel  arriving 
in-country  without  the  required  National  Agency  Check. 

c*  Sec  II,  para  la,  page  10:  A  proposed  MiCE,  1-257F,  reorganizing 
the  reconnaissance  airplane  companies  has  been  submitted  to  DA  for 
approval*  Che  assistant  operations  officer  was  added,  but  due  to 
personnel  space  limitations,  additional  flight  operations  specialists 
were  not  proposed* 

d*  Sec  II,  para  5b,  page  13  and  14:  This  is  not  a  standard  item 
of  issue  and  cannot  be  included  on  an  NT CE  until  the  item  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Amy  as  a  standard  item  of  issue* 

3*  The  correct  unit  identification  code  for  this  unit  is  WDLKTO. 

FOR  THE  CCMMANEER: 


a.d.  iaw  mmitm 

wot,  USA 

Asabtaitt  Adjutant  Quom^I 
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AVHGC-DST  (12  Feb  68)  4th  Ind  (C)  CPT  Amold/ms/Lbn  4485 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  31  January  1968 
(RCS  CSFOR-65) 

HEADQUARTERS,  US  ARMY  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  7  APR  1968 

TO:  Conmander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  C¥OP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  fear  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  January  1968  from  Headquarters, 
223d  Combat  Support  Aviation  Battalion  as  indorsed, 

2,  (C)  Pertinent  comments  follow: 

« 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  personnel  levy  for  guard  requirements, 
page  10,  paragraph  lb;  and  page  14,  paragraph  lb:  Concur.  The  require¬ 
ment  ' fer  additional  security  personnel  is  recognised.  This  headquarters 
is  awaiting  U3ARPAC  approval  on  manpower  survey  conducted  in  December 
1967*  Until  such  tine,  no  additional  personnel  can  be  made  available. 

Re  contend  early  approval  of  USARPAC  manpower  survey  recommendations, 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  difficulty  in  maintaining  visual  contact 
with  the  lew  0-1  aircraft  on  dual  ehip  missions,  page  11,  paragraph  2a; 
and  page  14*  paragraph  2a:  Nenooncur,  The  desirability  of  mounting  the 
QttDtos  light  en  top  center  of  the  aircraft  is  qusstionable  for  the  fol- 

lowtngTeaeens: 

(1)  The  beam  of  the  Grimes  light  is  directed  horizontally  and  not 
vertioally.  Therefore,  for  proper  identification  purposes,  using  the 
light,  the  high  aircraft  must  fly  at  an  altitude  very  dose  to  that  of 
the  low  aircraft. 

(2)  The  amount  of  light  deflected  into  the  cockpit  during  night 
flight  or  periods  of  reduced  visibility  will  tend  to  cause  vertigo  or 
to  have  ether  disturbing  effects  on  the  pilot, 

e.  Reference  item  concerning  need  for  additional  instructor  pilots, 
page  11,  paragraph  2s;  and  page  15,  paragraph  2e,  This  matter  is  now 
being  studied  by  the  let  Aviation  Brigade. 

d.  Reference  item  concerning  UHF  homing  capability,  page  12,  para¬ 
graph  2f {  and  page  15,  paragraph  2f:  Nonconcur.  All  URC-10  survival 
radios  in  the  command  are  scheduled  to  be  replaced  with  the  URC-68 
within  the  next  fiscal  year.  The  URC-68  has  both  UHF  and  FM  capability 
and  therefore  meets  the  requirement  for  rapid  location  of  downed  air¬ 
crews. 
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AVHGC-DST  (12  Feb  68)  4th  Ini  ( C) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  31  January  1968 
(RCS  CSPOR-65) 

e.  Reference  item  concerning  Analyser ,  Ignition  and  Vibration,  page 
13,  paragraph  5b;  and  page  16,  paragraph  5b*  This  headquarters  will 
query  the  34th  General  Support  Group  as  to  the  possibility  of  procuring 
and  issuing  this  item* 

f.  Reference  item  concerning  spark  plug  (massive  electrode),  page  14, 
paragraph  5c;  and  page  17,  paragraph  5c.  17th  CAG  has  requested  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  feasibility  of  utilisation  of  this  spark  plug  by  Army 
aircraft.  This  headquarters  is  following  up  on  the  inquiry. 

g.  ’Reference  item  concerning  special  management  items  (SMI)  now 
termed  Aviation  Intensive  Managed  Items  (AIMI),  page  14,  paragraph  5d; 
and  page  17,  paragraph  5d:  Concur.  Shortages  of  these  items  at  present 
preclude  the  prepositioning  of  AIMI  at  DSU  level. 

3.  (U)  The  correct  unit  identification  code  far  this  uru.t  is  WDLKAA. 

I 

4.  (U)  A  copy  of  this  indorsement  will  be  furnished  to  the  reporting 
unit  through  channels. 

FOR  THE  OOta ANDES 


....  >r 


Copies  furnished: 

HQ  223d  Cbt  Sup  Avn  Bn 
HQ  1st  Avn  Bde 


NAKATStIKASA 
Captain.  AGG 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 
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GPOP-DT  (12  Feb  68)  (U)  5th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  hQ,  223d  Cbt  Spt  Avn  Bn  for  Period 
Ending  31  January  1968,  ECS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  g  MAY  1%8 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 
Indorsements  and  concurs  In  the  report  as  Indorsed. 

2.  Reference  4th  Indorsement,  paragraph  2a.  The  Manpower  Survey- 
U8ARV  Security  Forces,  conducted  during  December  1967,  wee  approved 
by:  1st* Indorsement,  GPOP-FD  (23  January  1968),  subject:  Manpower 
Survey- USARV  Security  forces  (TDA  P5-WIZJAA-00).  Although  this  survey 
eneqnfaeseS  many  combat  Aviation  Support  Battalions,  there  Is  no 
direct  tie-in  with  the  223d  Combat  Support  Aviation  Battalion. 

for  ns  cmumn  in  chief: 


Cl,  SHORTT 
CPT,  AGO 
Amt  AO 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARM* 

223D  COMBAT  SUPPORT  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  96238 

AVGD-DE  25  January  1968 

SUBJECT*  Employment  of  Rockets  from  0-1  Aircraft 


TO*  SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1,  The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  establish  olicy  within  this  bat¬ 
talion  on  the  employment  of  rockets  from  0-1  aircraft. 

2.  Normally,  0-1  Aircraft  will  be  equipped  with  four  2.75  inch  rockets 
for  employment  against  the  enemy  as  prescribed  herein  and  in  accordance  with 
the  rules  of  engagement  as  outlined  in  inclosure  #  1,  Rockets  will  be  em¬ 
ployed  : 

a.  Primarily  to  mark  targets  for  attack  by  artillery,  naval  gun¬ 
fire,  strike  aircraft,  gunships  and  ground  forces, 

b.  Secondarily  in  a  suppressive  fire  or  blocking  force  role  to 
assist  the  supported  unit  in  gaining  and/or  sustaining  a  tactical  advantage, 
(see  para  3  below). 

c.  Thirdly  to  engage  personnel  targets  as  a  final  protect jvo  and 
safety  measure  for  friendly  forces,  (soe  para  3  below). 

3.  Tho  employment  of  rockets  in  other  than  tho  primary  role  (para  2a) 
will  be  accomplished  with  discretion  and  as  a  last  resort  when  no  othor  re¬ 
action  forco  is  availablo  to  influenoco  tho  action. 


1  Incl 
as 


DISTRIBUTION* 

20  oa-CO  183  RAC 
20  oa-CO  185  RAC 
20  oa-CO  203  RAC 
20  ea^CO  219  RAC 
5— oar-CO  17  CAG 


LESLIE  H.  GILBERT 
LTC,  CE 
Commanding 


Incl  §  1  to  QRLL 
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RglJK  OF  ENGAGEMENT 


1.  PURPOSE:  To  establish,  rules  of  engagement  applicable  to  0-1  air¬ 
craft  equipped  with  2.75  inch  rockets. 

2,  RULES  OF  ENGAGEMENT:  When  a  potential  target  has  been  selected 
utilizing  the  criteria  cited  in  the  basic  letter,  the  aviator  will 
prior  to  firing  rockets  at  the  target,  insure  that: 

a.  Targets  are  positively  identified  as  hostile, 

b.  Exact  positions  of  friendly  personnel  are  known  and  identified. 

c.  Tho  local  fire  control  agency  has  approved  firing  upon  the 
specific  target  at  that  time, 

d.  Ordnance  will  not  endanger  civilians  or  friendly  troops. 
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